White Wolf Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Special Board Meeting of the Board of Directors
Agenda
March 23, 2022 at 11:00 a.m.
Virtual Remote Meeting
Meeting ID: 872 4751 8461
Access code: 861539
Zoom link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87247518461?pwd=bFg1eklRdUdPNWpFYW1FOGx3ellYUT09&fr
om=addon
1. Call to order

2. Recognition of Guests
3. Updates on Actions Discussed or Authorized on March 1, 2022 (EKI)
a. Multibenefit Land Repurposing Grant Application Overview
4. Adopt Resolution to File Multibenefit Land Repurposing Grant Application
5. Public Comment
At this time, the public may address the Board on any item not appearing on the agenda that is within the
subject matter jurisdiction of the Board. Comments will be limited to three minutes.
6. Consider and provide direction on future agenda items
7. Adjourn

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need disability-related modifications or
accommodations, including auxiliary aids or services, please call Angelica Martin (661) 663-4262.
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White Wolf Groundwater
Sustainability Agency

Arvin-Edison Water Storage District
Tejon-Castac Water District
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District
Kern County

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

Date:

21 March 2022

To:

Board of Directors, White Wolf Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)

From: Angelica Martin, Secretary, White Wolf GSA
Item:

4. Adopt Resolution to File Multibenefit Land Repurposing Grant Application

SUMMARY
Recommendation:

(1) Adopt Resolution 2022-03 authorizing filing of the application for a
Multibenefit Land Repurposing Regional Block Grant Application, with TejonCastac Water District (TCWD) designated to enter into an agreement with the
Department of Conservation (DOC) on behalf of the GSA
(2) Obtain letters of commitment from Project Partners

Fiscal Impact:

In-kind services from Project Partners

BACKGROUND
On 1 March 2022, the White Wolf GSA Board of Directors authorized EKI Environment and Water, Inc.
(EKI) to prepare a Multibenefit Land Repurposing Regional Block Grant application on behalf of the White
Wolf GSA. The solicitation period is open, and all applications must be submitted via email to the DOC by
11:59 pm on 1 April 2022.
A total of $50 million is available and grants up to $10 million will be awarded to block grant recipients.
Application submittals include:
•
•
•

Applicant Eligibility and capacity to implement the grant
Basin description
Proposal summarizing the land repurposing vision and describing the proposed work, including:
o Development of a Multibenefit Agricultural Land Repurposing Plan
o Project development and permitting
o Land repurposing project implementation
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Support of partners’ capacity needs
Outreach, education, and training to facilitate and build capacity to conduct land
repurposing
o Monitoring to ensure defined conservation outcomes of projects
Community engagement and collaboration experience and expertise
Partnerships including letters of commitment explaining contributions to the proposed work (inkind services or financial)
Policy and project expertise
Budget summary
Project maps
Authorizing resolution from governing body
o
o

•
•
•
•
•
•

Applicants will be required to participate in a virtual interview with reviewers to discuss their project prior
to any funding decisions. Applications will then be evaluated by the DOC and scored by a review panel.
The final funding decision will ultimately be made by the Director of the DOC after consultation with the
review panel.
DISCUSSION
The White Wolf GSA is eligible to receive grant funding and has the capacity to implement the grant using
the same structure as prior grants in which TCWD will serve as grant administrator.
As evidenced by the findings presented in the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) and Water Year 2021
annual report, Basin groundwater levels are trending downward. To maintain sustainability, the GSA has
determined that it must begin to undertake Projects and/or Management Actions (P/MAs) as described
in the GSP. The GSP identifies 24 P/MAs, with two P/MAs specifically for land repurposing to reduce
groundwater extractions:
•

P/MA #14 AEWSD Groundwater Subsidies for Land Conversion would subsidize or incentivize
conversion of agricultural land to alternative land uses, including crop modification to one with a
lower water demand, temporarily fallowing fields and/or crop rotation, retire land for alternative
uses such as solar arrays or upland habitat creation, and/or recharge basin infrastructure; and

•

P/MA #15 WRMWSD Land Retirement and/or Conversion includes purchasing irrigated
agricultural land to permanently fallow and/or convert to reduce overall water demand and
groundwater extractions.

Both P/MAs are currently in concept only phases.
The GSP presented a general P/MAs implementation schedule or “glide path” to address the projected
Basin storage deficit during each five-year period through 2042. Demand reduction was included within
the first five-year period (through 2027) with a goal of 2,700 acre-feet per year of pumping reduction. As
such, the GSA envisions using the Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program funds as a strategy to develop
a plan and take action on implementing demand reduction P/MAs and demonstrating how land
repurposing can both reduce consumptive use and also create benefits to the region.
A preliminary exploration of land use in the Basin shows that there is a substantial amount of irrigated
agriculture that is currently either intermittently fallowed or has been fallowed for the past three years
(see Figure 1). These fields are located adjacent to El Paso Creek or near the northeastern area adjacent
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to the foothills that falls within the California Essential Habitat Connectivity (CEHC) Essential Connectivity
Areas. The White Wolf GSA plans to focus land repurposing in these areas.
There are currently three committed partners – each of the three GSA member districts – who will provide
in-kind staff time to implement project tasks, participate in community outreach events, serve as the main
point of contact to landowners, and serve on the technical committee. Project partners will bring land
repurposing project expertise based on prior land repurposing projects, such as the Mettler Recharge
Facility and the Sunset Spreading Works design and implementation. The technical committee is actively
working to obtain other committed partners such as Wind Wolves Preserve and Kern County.
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Abbreviations

CEHC = California Essential Habitat Connectivity
DWR = California Department of Water Resources
GDE = Groundwater Dependant Ecosytem

Notes

1. All locations are approximate.
2. Permanent crops are defined as tree crops (e.g., almonds, orchards, etc) and vineyards.
Fallowable crops are all other crop types (e.g., truck crops, row crops, etc.)

Sources

1. Basemap is ESRI's ArcGIS Online world topographic map, obtained 21 March 2022.
2. DWR groundwater basins are based on the boundaries defined in California's Groundwater
Bulletin 118 - Final Prioritization, dated February 2019.
3. Essential Connectivity Areas downloaded from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
BIOS data viewer at https://apps.wildlife.ca.gov/bios/
4. GDE area modified from GeoSystems Analysis, Inc. GDE Evaluation
Report Figure 4.

0

3

6

Miles

DRAFT

Target Lands for Repurposing
in the White Wolf Subbasin
White Wolf GSA
Kern County, CA
March 2022
C20014.01

Figure 1

BEFORE THE BOARD OF THE
WHITE WOLF GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
IN THE MATTER OF:

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-03

Authorizing Filing Application for Grant Funds Pursuant to the
Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program
Resolved by the White Wolf Groundwater Sustainability Agency, that application be made to the
California Department of Conservation to obtain a grant under the Multibenefit Land Repurposing
Program pursuant to the Budget Act of 2021, and to elect Tejon-Castac Water District to enter into
an agreement on behalf of the White Wolf Groundwater Sustainability Agency to receive a
Regional Block grant for the White Wolf Subbasin Multi-Benefit Land Repurposing Project. The
Secretary of Tejon-Castac Water District, or designee is hereby authorized and directed to prepare
the necessary data, conduct investigations, file such application, accept, and execute a grant
agreement with California Department of Conservation.

Authorized Original Signature: ______________________________
Printed Name: __________________________________________
Title: __________________________________________________
Secretary: _________________________________________

All the foregoing being on motion of insert, seconded by insert, and authorized by the following
vote, to wit:
AYES: #
NOES: #
ABSTAIN: #
ABSENT: insert
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution
duly and regularly adopted by said Board of Directors at a meeting of the White Wolf Groundwater
Sustainability Agency held on the 23rd day of March, 2022.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Directors the 23rd day of March, 2022.

__________________________________
Secretary of the Board of Directors

